
CURATING IMAGES 
 
Why do we curate the archive?   
There is a value to putting ​every​ image you scan online, but there is also value to focusing people’s 
attention on certain types of images that are interesting in a broader context. We like the idea of 
creating a compelling visual experience through juxtaposition and thoughtful curation, and there are a 
lot of different ways to do this. One thing we ask ourselves as curators is: What’s going to be 
interesting to a viewer who is not personally connected to the photographs?  Is the archive compelling 
culturally or lyrically? Are the images altogether visually impactful?  
Whoever is in charge of curating your version of Fortepan, it’s up to you to craft your focus. 
 
Here are some suggestions: 
  
We choose photographs based on their​ unique lens into the everyday world.​ We look for: 
 
Photos of ​PLACE​ that connect people to a particular location, for example, a school, a downtown, a 
workplace, a particular recreation area. 
 

 

 
 

 
ACTION​ photos that tell a story, or are perhaps funny, or tragic, or involve a situation that people 
might identify with, like a political rally, or a certain kind of motorbike. 



 

 
 
 

Photos that communicate a particular ​CULTURAL PRACTICE​. We are excited to see different 
cultural practices across multiple FORTEPAN archives.  

 

 




